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	JOUR430

Media Law (online!)

Fall 2015
On your own time, mostly
Instructor: Christopher Burnett, Ph.D.
Office: LA4-205
Office Phone: (562-985-7440)
Email: chris.burnett@csulb.edu (checked daily)


Office Hours: Tuesdays, 8-9 a.m. I will answer email immediately during online hours and within 18 hours otherwise.
NOTE: This class is taught completely online. Your work is done on your own time; there are no formal meeting times. If you are unable to connect to the Internet for any reason, either for assignments or for exams, please contact me IMMEDIATELY via email to chris.burnett@csulb.edu. I will respond back within a few hours, if at all possible.  This means that if you are having problems downloading a quiz or test or Dropbox or Discussion Board item, contact me BEFORE the deadline. I won’t reopen the Dropbox, test or quiz so you have personal access, so be sure not to push the deadline.
You must have both Internet access and a computer capable of connecting to Beachboard. You should also have basic Internet use knowledge and skills that include typing and online navigation. You need to have the latest Java plug-in installed in your computer, and be sure to turn off any pop-up blockers you might have on your browser. If you have technical difficulties, contact the technology help desk at (562) 985-4959. It is up to you to troubleshoot your own tech issues. 
About This Syllabus


This syllabus is a contract between you, the student, and me, the instructor. While I take seriously my obligation to provide information about media law and give you a chance to practice it, I need you to take seriously your obligation to make a sincere effort to learn that information and understand and perform the assignments given to you. Please feel free to ask questions at any time if you are uncertain as to what I expect or what you should do. However, our schedule is not engraved in stone; if we as a class need to take longer on a particular area, we will make accommodations. 

Course Objectives

There is never a dull moment in media law! Nearly every time we turn on the news, we hear of some new development in media law, whether it is in online porn, political speech, broadcast indecency, file sharing, or libel suits. This course is an introduction to some of the legal issues facing today’s media organizations. I hope you’ll gain a richer understanding of the privileges and responsibilities today’s media enjoy…and I bet you’ll have some fun in the process! Free speech is essential to our democracy, and we should all take its protection seriously!
TEXTBOOK:  Pember, Don R., and Clay Calvert, Mass Media Law, 19th Edition

I likely will post other stories on Beachboard. Though not required reading, they add a currency to the course.  I encourage you to post articles you find interesting.
EXAMS AND QUIZZES:  We will have 10 quizzes and two exams. The first exam will cover the first portion of the course (see course schedule) and will be multiple choice. The second exam will cover material from the last half of the course and will consist of an essay with one or two questions.  Deadlines for completing the exam and quizzes will be posted, and it’s your responsibility to make sure you take the graded exams/quizzes on time. In addition, I will have a minimum of five Dropbox questions and a minimum of five Discussion Board questions. I have recorded lectures to cover every chapter we will cover, and you should watch these as well as read the chapters for every quiz/exam.

HOW TO HANDLE THE READINGS:  Not every case mentioned in the text or in the lectures needs to be incorporated into your memory, although they frequently are useful to understanding a particular aspect of law.  Look for the landmark cases and the lessons they teach us or the changes they made. When in doubt, please ask.  Also, when appropriate and possible, special attention will be paid to California law, courts and cases.  We also will focus on people and groups, such as ethnic, racial, sexual, and religious minorities, as well as the disabled and the poor, who traditionally have been overlooked in many media law texts and courses.

PLAGIARISM:  If you are caught plagiarizing, you will receive an F for the course.  University plagiarism policies are strictly enforced.  See the plagiarism policy handout in your CSULB catalog if you have any questions.

GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR WRITTEN WORK:

Accuracy. Because we are in a department of journalism, it is important for you to use correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation in your written work. Accordingly, I will enforce penalties for errors in your written work, to be determined per assignment.

Late work. We are in an industry (in fact, a world!) controlled by deadlines. Thus, no late work will be accepted.
Format. All work turned in must be word-processed and printed clearly or typed. Handwritten work will not be accepted except for in-class work or as noted in other assignments.

Academic misconduct is defined in part as cheating, the fabrication or falsification of data, or plagiarism. If you are caught engaging in any form of academic misconduct, you will receive an “F” for the assignment and the course, and I may pursue the academic misconduct grievance procedure. I’m serious about this stuff: the technology that we are about to study also can make it very easy for the unscrupulous to engage in academic dishonesty. It’s deeply painful for all involved to sort out an academic misconduct case. If you have any questions about citing sources or how to use references, please ask me. 

EXAMS AND ASSIGNMENTS:

Readings Quizzes: In this class, as in many classes, if you get behind on the reading, catching up can be pretty hopeless. To encourage you to keep up, I’ll be giving readings quizzes nearly every week, and this will be a key part of your grade (as much as the exam)  You take these quizzes on Beachboard.  These are short quizzes (usually 10 questions) that should be answerable if you read the material for the week  and are keeping up with the class.

Case studies: The best way I’ve found to teach media law is to follow the case study method. We will learn about the law, think about the law, and then apply the law to situations that I will provide.

Extra credit: Students always ask about extra credit. I will likely post extra Dropbox and Discussion Board items that students can answer to pick up extra points. You might also have the opportunity to earn extra credit points through answering discussion board questions, though this likely will be limited, or other optional assignments (to be announced), though this too, will be limited.  Focus on doing well on the exams and quizzes, and make sure to answer the Dropbox items (by the deadline, of course, and you should be fine.)
	GRADING:
	

	One Midterm exam (50 questions worth 2 points each) 
	100 points

	Dropbox Questions (Five questions worth 10 points each)
	  50 points

	Readings Quizzes (10 quizzes worth 10 points each)
	100 points

	Discussion Questions (5 or 10 points each, up 50 points)
	  50 points

	One Final Exam, an Essay (50 points)
	  50 points

	TOTAL AVAILABLE
	350 points


A=89.5-100 percent

B=79.5-89.4 percent

C=69.5-79.4 percent

D=59.5-69.4 percent

F= 59.4 percent and below

Class Schedule and Reading Assignments

Note: the schedule does not exactly follow the chapters in the book; we skip around!

	Day
	Topic
	Readings
	 Readings Quiz
	

	Week One

	Introduction to Course
	
	
	

	Week Two
	The American Legal Structure
	Ch. 1
	
	

	Week Three
	Development of Freedom of Expression; Censorship and Prior Restraint
	Ch. 2; Ch. 3
	Ch. 1
	

	Week Four
	Development of Freedom of Expression; Censorship and Prior Restraints
	Ch. 2; Ch. 3
	Ch. 2-3
	

	Week Five
	Privacy
	Ch. 7 and 8
	Ch. 7 and 8
	

	Week Six
	Midterm: Chapters 1-3, 7-8
	
	
	

	Week Seven &

Eight
	Libel
	Ch. 4-6
	Ch. 4-6
	

	Week Nine
	Gathering Information/Records and Meetings
	       Ch. 9
	Ch. 9
	

	Week 10 & 11
	Protection of News Sources/Contempt Power

Free Press/Fair Trial: Trial Level Remedies, Restrictive Judicial Orders and Closed Judicial Proceedings
	Ch. 10, 11 and 12
	Ch. 10 (One Quiz)

Ch. 11 and 12 (Second Quiz)
	

	Week 12
	Telecommunications Regulation
	       Ch. 16
	Ch. 16
	

	Week 13
	Regulation of Advertising
	Ch. 15
	Ch. 15
	

	Week 14
	Copyright (Intellectual Property)
	Ch. 14
	Ch. 14
	

	Week 15
	Final Exam (Essay) Distibuted
	
	
	

	Week 16
	Essay Due During Finals Week
	
	Deadline TBA
	


More on Plagiarism: Don’t Do It!!!!!


Plagiarism is taking another’s material and presenting it as one’s own. It is an offense. One should never do it.


The act of plagiarism, in its most elementary form, is using words verbatim from a source without acknowledging the source. For exam​ple, failure to place quotation marks around verbatim material or to give credit to the source constitutes plagiarism. The “source” may be ei​ther primary or secondary material. The rule of practice is this: always place in quotation marks any material used verbatim from a source, and always acknowledge the source.


The student may commit plagiarism, however, by less blatant means. Taking a distinctive idea from another and presenting it as one’s own original idea is a violation of the most basic principles of scholarship. That rule applies even if the student casts the idea in his or her own words. Among other forms of plagiarism is borrowing ex​tensively from another scholar’s research material or writing, even if the source is acknowledged. It must not be done.


Plagiarism is so serious an offense that historians who commit it are denounced by their professional colleagues, professors lose their jobs, and students are expelled from school.


It is also a grave offense to the whole scholarly pursuit. As the Amer​ican Historical Association’s “Statement of Plagiarism” puts it, plagia​rism “is a serious violation of the ethics of scholarship. It undermines the credibility of historical inquiry.”


Even though the Internet has raised concerns about the ease with which students may plagiarize research papers, actually students who were intent on doing so always could find ways to cheat even before the appearance of the Internet. The Internet has, in fact, made it easier to detect instances of plagiarism. Search engines such as Google, AltaVista, and Dogpile make it easy for professors to check in​stances of suspicious writing. Furthermore, a number of sites are dedi​cated specifically to identifying plagiarism in research papers. They in​clude www.plagiarism.org, www.turnitin.com, and www.canexus.com/eve. Means of using the Internet to detect plagia​rism are likely to increase in the future.


Besides the fact that plagiarism constitutes intellectual theft, students have another good reason not to engage in it. One of the prime pur​poses of research is to increase one’s knowledge and improve research skills. Simply taking the work of another robs the student of the great benefits that historical research has to offer the student. So, stealing from another is actually cheating oneself.


No one has anything to gain through plagiarism, but everyone has much to lose. So always follow the basic rule about plagiarism: Don’t do it.

The Department of Journalism and Mass Communication at California State University, Long Beach is accredited by the Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communications (ACEJMC).  

ACEJMC has established educational requirements and standards and provides a process of voluntary program review by professionals and educators, awarding accredited status to programs that meet its standards. Through this process, the Council assures students, parents, journalism and mass communications professionals, and the public that accredited programs meet rigorous standards for professional education.

Accreditation by ACEJMC is an assurance of quality in professional education in journalism and mass communications. Students in an accredited program can expect to find a challenging curriculum, appropriate resources and facilities, and a competent faculty. 
ACEJMC lists 12 professional values and competencies that must be part of the education of all journalism, public relations, and mass communication students.  Therefore, our graduates who major in journalism and public relations should be able to do the following: 

· understand and apply the principles and laws of freedom of speech and press, for the country in which the institution that invites ACEJMC is located, as well as receive instruction in and understand the range of systems of freedom of expression around the world, including the right to dissent, to monitor and criticize power, and to assemble and petition for redress of grievances; 

· demonstrate an understanding of the history and role of professionals and institutions in shaping communications; (Taking JOUR431 should allow students to meet this learning outcome.)

· demonstrate an understanding of gender, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation and, as appropriate, other forms of diversity in domestic society in relation to mass communications; 

· demonstrate an understanding of the diversity of peoples and cultures and of the significance and impact of mass communications in a global society; 

· understand concepts and apply theories in the use and presentation of images and information; 

· demonstrate an understanding of professional ethical principles and work ethically in pursuit of truth, accuracy, fairness and diversity; (Taking JOUR431 should allow students to meet this learning outcome)
· think critically, creatively and independently; 

· conduct research and evaluate information by methods appropriate to the communications professions in which they work; 

· write correctly and clearly in forms and styles appropriate for the communications professions, audiences and purposes they serve; 

· critically evaluate their own work and that of others for accuracy and fairness, clarity, appropriate style and grammatical correctness; 

· apply basic numerical and statistical concepts; 

· apply tools and technologies appropriate for the communications professions in which they work.
Department Information

Advising:  If you are a journalism major or minor, the department recommends that you see one of our advisers at least once a year.  We have two experienced advisers – Professor Jennifer Fleming (Jennifer.Fleming@csulb.edu) and Professor Danny Paskin (Danny.Paskin@csulb.edu) – to assist you with your course selection, answer questions about requirements, help you stay focused on your chosen path to graduation, and offer other relevant advice.  Their information and advising hours are posted around the department and available in the department office (LA4-106).   

Internships:  The department recommends that you pursue internships, service-learning experiences, and extra-curricular activities to enhance your career preparedness and marketability when you graduate.  Employers will expect to see examples of your work; they prefer applicants with experience.  Therefore, you will find all internships and job opportunities that come to the department posted on the department’s BeachBoard site.  A binder with hard copies of all internships is also kept in the department office for your review.  In addition, internship postings are available online through the CSULB Career Development Center.  Students pursuing opportunities through our BeachBoard or CDC sites should be aware that the department and CDC do not screen these opportunities for JOUR 498 credit.  If you are seeking JOUR 498 credit, you must attend one of the mandatory orientations conducted the semester prior to your enrollment in JOUR 498.  Students enrolled in a section of JOUR 498 will also receive advance notice of the orientations from their instructor.  

Student Media:  The department is home to the Daily 49er and Dig Magazine and closely tied to KBeach Radio and College Beat TV.  Getting involved in student media will help you hone your skills and give you real-life experiences.  Stop by the Daily 49er and Dig Magazine offices in LA4-201 and talk to the staff.  Introduce yourself to the faculty advisers – Professor Barbara Kingsley-Wilson (Daily 49er, Barbara.Kingsley-Wilson@csulb.edu), Professor Gary Metzker (Daily 49er and Dig Magazine, Gary.Metzker@csulb.edu), and Professor John Shrader (KBeach Radio and College Beat TV, John.Shrader@csulb.edu) – who can answer any questions you may have.

Bateman Case Study Competition:  Consider joining the Bateman Case Study Competition Team.  The Bateman Competition (http://prssa.prsa.org/scholarships_competitions/bateman/) is a prestigious inter-collegiate contest, often called the Super Bowl of collegiate public relations competitions.  It is one of the most intense and rewarding experiences for our students. Participants on the Bateman Team receive JOUR 485 credit.  See Professor Joni Ramirez (Joni.Ramirez@csulb.edu), our Bateman coach, for more information.  

Student Organizations:  The department is home to three active student organizations – the National Association of Hispanic Journalists, Public Relations Student Society of America, and Society of Professional Journalists.  Each group has its own leaders and sponsors a variety of activities, including esteemed professionals as guest speakers.  These three groups also work closely with the department to co-sponsor special events, such as Journalism and Public Relations Day.  Get involved and have a blast with your classmates!  Contact the respective faculty advisers for more information: Professor Danny Paskin (Danny.Paskin@csulb.edu) for NAHJ, Professor Holly Ferris (Holly@Ferriscomm.com) for PRSSA, and Professor Chris Karadjov (Chris.Karadjov@csulb.edu) for SPJ.   

Social Media:  Be sure to get connected to the department’s Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/CSULBJournalism) and website (http://www.cla.csulb.edu/departments/journalism/) for photos and information about department happenings.

Office Hours:  Each faculty member holds office hours to help you perform well in your classes, answer any of your questions, and offer advice.  Take advantage of office hours and get to know your faculty.

And Finally, 240 Words About the Professor to end this very long syllabus

I put this at the end of the syllabus because this course isn’t about me. I’m a 20-year veteran of print journalism, a Midwestern (Ohio) native, and was a Washington correspondent for the Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch from 1982-1989.  I lived in Washington from 1978-1989, the longest I have been anywhere in my adult life other than California, and politics is one of my passions. Covering and analyzing – not participating in -- political media is my interest, however.  Though I have been a public relations practitioner in political campaigns, for me politics is much like a game, and no single political party or politician has all the answers.  My other chief passion is the outdoors, so why, you might ask, have I migrated to the second-biggest urban area in the country (outside New York) from Colorado, where I lived for eight years (1993-2001)?  (I worked in Colorado on two daily papers (in Pueblo and Fort Collins) and was awarded my Ph.D. in political science from Colorado State University during this era.) I have been a Californian for 14 years now, and have concluded that despite all its problems, greater Los Angeles is a vibrant, exciting, multicultural city that is on the cutting edge of journalistic change.
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